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France was always the same—to put an end to a war which
might become general; she took the side of Greece against
Bulgaria, that is in this case of Germany against Russia,
solely in the hope of preventing a renewal of hostilities."191
But in reality, French policy in the Kavala question was
dictated also by the traditional policy of France of friend-
ship for Greece, by the French instructors loaned to drill
the Greek armies who were supplied with French guns, and
by the large investments of French in Greek loans and in
the tobacco monopoly in the Kavala region (which the Bul-
garians had threatened to confiscate if it came into their
possession), all of which tended to make French public
opinion philhellenic. But above all, according to Izvolski,
it was dictated by "the fear that Germany would gain the
upper hand in Athens," that French interests in the Near
East would suffer, and that France must get the strategic
support of the Greek navy against the rival power of Italy
in the Mediterranean.192
As to the Balkan States themselves, Greece, Serbia, and
Rumania were firm in opposing the Bulgarian claims to
Kavala. It looked as if the Bucharest Peace Conference
might be broken up, if Bulgaria refused to accept the terms
isiPoincare, III, 230. "But who opens the Yellow Books?" he
asks (III, 233). The present writer has opened them, and finds that
Pichon's despatch to Delcasse of Aug. 9 (Affaires Balkaniques, II, 294f.),
which M. Poincare refers to but refrains from quoting, hints also at
quite other motives than the laudable one he mentions. Pichon declares
the French attitude "justifiee par notre politique traditionnelle, par le
souci de Pe*quilibre mediterraneen, par les conditions de la guerre entre
la Bulgarie et la Grece, par les victoires et les sacrifices de cette derniere3
par 1'attitude de FAllemagne, enfin et surtout par la certitude que j'avais
(Tune reprise d'hostilites dans 1'hypothese d'une tentative de reglement
different."
192 See quotation in preceding note. 'Izvolski to Sazonov, Aug. 2, 5,
12, and 14, 1913; M.F.R., pp. 399-409; L.N., II, 122-135; Stieve, III, 220-
224. Jules Cambon to Pichon, Aug. 2 (Affaires Balkaniques, II, 281)
"quelle que soit 1'attitude de la Russie, nous ne saurions, sans peril pour
notre influence & Athenes et sans y laisser le champ libre a 1'Allemagne,
nous departir de 1'appui que nous avons donne jusqu'ici aux revindications
helleniques."

